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THE SOCIETY’S PERIODICALS. 
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contains the proceedings of the AmpricaN SEAMEN’S FRIEND Society, and its Branches and 
Auxiliaries, with notices of the labors of local independent Societies in behalf of seamen, its 
aim being to present a general view of the history, nature, progress and wants of the Sra- 
MEN’s CAUSE, and commend it to the sympathies, the prayers and the Pelee of the 
community. ‘ 

It is also designed to furnish interesting reading matter for Seamen, especially such as 
will tend to their spiritual edification. Important notices to Mariners, memoranda of disas- 
ters, deaths, &@, are given in its pages, with correspondence and articles from our foreign 
chaplains, and from chaplains and friends of the cause at home. No field at this time pre- 
sents more ample material for an interesting periodical, 
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STURGES, Treasurer, at 80 Wall St., New York, N. Y. Acknowledgment of their receipt 
will be forwarded to the sender by return mail, and if not duly received, the Treasurer 
should at once be notified. If impracticable to procure checks, etc., the money may be for- 
warded, but always in a registered letter. All Postmasters are now obliged to register 
letters when asked to do so, at a fee of ten cents each. 


DECEMBER, 1881. 


IN Ko}, hy, 


IN BEHALF OF THE MEN OF THE SEA—A MOTHER’S AP- 
PEAL, CHIEFLY TO MOTHERS. 


We allow Mrs. Srusss, wife of. our most worthy chaplain at Port- 
land, Oregon, to make her own way to our readers in these opening 
pages of our last MaGaAzInz for the year, in behalf of those she plainly 
loves, by reprinting from the Pacific (San Francisco, Cal.), her address 
at the fourth anniversary of the Portland Seamen’s Friend Society. 
Hers are winged words that ought to get home to the hearts of our 


friends with swift power. 


Friends of Seamen:—I do not 
appear before you to-night alone. 
I do not come in my own strength. 
By my side is One who has prom- 
ised never to leave or forsake me, — 
One, who although ‘he was rich, 
for my sake became poor, that I 
through his poverty might be made 
rich.” 


For Whom She Pleads. 


I come, indeed, to voice the Mace- 
donian wail of three millions of my 
fellow-creatures;—a nation ‘‘scat- 
tered and peeled.” They call to 
you above the hoarse roar of old 
ocean, from the quarter-deck and 
fore-castle; they call to you from 


home and foreign ports; they call 
to you as fleeced, cringing and un- 
manned, they leave our so-called 
sailors’ boarding-houses, from 
haunts of ignominy and vice, in our 
own and other cities, from deep 
down where no mourner’s tears can 
ever fall, where no marble can 
mark their graves. ‘‘ They have 
lowered him slow o’er the vessel’s 
side. Above him has closed the 
dark, cold tide,”—the only record 
left to weeping friends, ‘‘ buried at 
sea.” They call to you from the 
many wrecks that have strewn our 
coasts the year that has just closed, 
a year unparalleled in its record of 
frightful storms at sea and im- 
mense loss of life. 
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Aye! somebody’s boy is lost to-night, 
While the wind is high and hoarse, 

And the scudding ship, like a bird affright. 
Flies shivering on its course. 

Ah! mother, fond mother, your heart is light 
With your child to your bosom bound, 

But many a boy is lost to-night, 
Who will never, no never, be found. 

Personal Memories Urge Her 
Speech. 


Memory holds up before me the 
picture of a ship-service in our own 
port, the bethel flag floating at her 
mast-head, the brave-hearted and 
truly Christian captain who paced 
her quarter-deck, the boys in blue 
who attended so respectfully upon 
the word read, the men from the 
fore-castle who attended our bethel 
services, and the sad, sad parting, 
when with tear-stained cheeks, two 
dear boys came back the second 
time to say good-bye and thank 
me for the words that now seem 
so poor and feeble when I know 
the good ship County of Denlighis 
gone, never more to gladden the 
eyes that are dim with weeping 
and the heart heavy with waiting 
for her return to her native shores. 
While I am speaking, spirit-forms 
from the ill-fated Lupata and 
our own Great Republic rise up be- 
fore me, and with voiceless elo- 
quence urge upon me the solemn 
duty of pleading the short-lived 
sailor’s cause. 

The Work is Sacred. 

This work among seamen, so 
freighted with pleasant memories 
to me, has become not only in- 
tensely interesting, but sacred. I 
feel confident that my commission 
is from my Lord, this sacred charge 
to plead with and for the men of 
the sea; and woe is me if I neglect 
my duty so long as Christ holds me 
to the work. When God took from 
my arms my baby-boy, he opened 
to the eye of my faith the dark 
cloud that shadowed my pathway, 
and I knew that he was safe. He 
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changed the picture and I beheld 
other mothers’ boys, loved and 
tended as mine had been, wander- 
ing away from home, and with 
restless, eager feet crowding their 
way down to eternal death; and 
by that dear form still beautiful in 
death, the resolution was taken to 
do what I could to bring home to 
Father’s house the wayward, wan- 
dering ones. And now a tiny lock 
of golden hair, all that I have left 
of him I call my own, is stronger 
than a cable-chain to bind me to 
my purpose. Are there stricken 
mothers within the sound of my 
voice to-night, the light of whose 
household has gone out ? Listen, 
I beseech you, to the voice that 
speaks to you out of the cloud. 

Loud and strong the master calleth, 

Rich reward he offers thee; 
Who will answer, gladly saying, 
Here am I! send me, send me! 

The work he offers you is His 
own, that of seeking and saving 
other mothers’ sons. 


“Hirst Fruits”—From a Mother. 


In looking over my ever-increas- 
ing supply of letters from foreign 
parts, I find one marked <“ First 
Fruits.” A young seaman came 
to our Home to get a temperance 
pledge; after he had signed it I 
asked him if he was a Christian. 
He said, ‘‘I have been trying to be 
a Christian for a year past, but I 
cannot say that I am one.” I then 
unfolded to him the plan of salva- 
tion by faith, and told him it was 
his privilege to become a true 
Christian before he left the house; 
I called in a Christian sailor from 
an adjoining room, we all knelt in 
prayer, and he left us trusting in 
Jesus, no longer trying in his own 
strength to become a Christian. 
This letter marked First Fruits 
was from his mother, thanking us 
for what we had done for her son. 


AND SEAMEN’S FRIEND. 


Other Seamen’s Voices. 


Since then the way has been 
opened for us to reach many pre- 
cious sons of the sea and lead them 
to Jesus. One writes from the 
bark Jrvine:— 

‘*T cannot leave America without drop- 
ping you a few lines to thank you for 
your great kindness to myself and ship- 
mates. Ican truthfully state that with 
God’s help I intend to lead a better life 
than I have hitherto done. I shall always 
cherish a pleasant recollection of Portland 
and the kind people we met there.” 

Another from the bark Singa- 
pore writes :— 

“‘T never felt more sad at leaving a port 
than I do at leaving Portland, and to my 
dying day will remember the place where 
it pleased God, through your efforts, to 
show the light to me, and make me one 
of the followers of the Lamb. I think to 
myself when Christ was upon earth he did 
not choose the rich or the titled for His 
disciples, but the Galilean sailors, the 
poor fishermen; so I feel sure He has par- 
doned me, another sinning sailor. O may 
God grant you and your husband health 
and strength to go on in the grand work 
you have undertaken, and may you be the 
means of leading many more sailors to God! 
I yalue the Bible you gave me beyond all 
price, and to whatever clime I go it ac- 
companies me, and in any time of trouble 
it shall be my stay and comforter.” ~ 


Happy Issues of Labor. 


I could quote from many other 
letters, but with these few straight- 
forward witnesses I think the 
truth can well be established that 
there is a good work steadily going 
on among us, a work whose influ- 
ence noonecan measure. Not only 
have many been brought to right- 
eousness but others have become 
earnest temperance workers. I 
will quote from a letter received 
from the U. S. S. Jamestown, at 
Sitka. ‘‘ This young man came up 
‘with others from San Francisco, to 
take passage on the California for 
Sitka. He was met by the chap- 
lain, and invited to one of our tem- 
perance socials; he came, but was 
very much under the influence of 
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drink; but notwithstanding this, 
he made one of the most affecting 
temperance speeches that I ever 
heard, illustrating the effects of 
intemperance by his own ruined 
life. He isa fine singer, and ac- 
companied by the guitar sang with 
marked effect several sea songs. 
Last October we received a letter 
from him, containing the glad tid- 
ings that he had become a temper- 
ate man, and had formed a tem- 
perance league among his ship- 
mates. At that time thirty mem- 
bers were enrolled: some have bro- 
ken their pledge, but signed again. 
He writes:— 


““There are five of these men well up 
in years, who have been drinkers all their 
lives, and now they are the staunchest 
and most steadfast supporters I have.” 
He adds, ‘‘There are very great induce- 
ments here for men to drink; there are no 
amusements or places of recreation for 
them to goto but the saloon, and what so- 
ciety there is here keeps altogether aloof 
from the seamen. We are trying to or- 
ganize a minstrel troupe just now, and 
propose to give weekly entertainments for 
the amusement of all who will come, 
and I think that will have the effect of 
gaining many more to our side.” 


This poor wanderer was wel- 
comed by our true-hearted tem- 
perance workers, and when he re- 
turned to the steamer from the 
Bethel, he was accompanied on 
board, and with Christian tender- 
ness besought to turn from his evil 
ways; the effects are already seen. 


The Power of Kindness. 


A hearty welcome, a cordial greet- 
ing, a grasp of the hand and kind 
words cost little, but they are the 
seeds that scattered freely yield a 
golden fruitage; especially are they 
prized by those who spend most of 
their time away from home and all 
its sacred influences, subject to 
privations and hardships that few 
of us can conceive of. Is it too 
much to ask of you,—you who will 
go to your homes of comfort and 
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luxury to-night, yon who will rest 
securely in your beds, while fierce 
winds and angry waves toss and 
rave and roar, you who can smile 
at the howling of the wind and 
pattering of the rain upon your 
roof and window pane—is it too 
much to ask of you to remember 
those who sacrifice all these com- 
forts to bring them to your home? 


What Wisdom Dictates. 


Is it not policy—to do what 
you can to improve them as a class 
and thus render them safe burden- 
bearers? Are not freights safer in 
the hands of temperate, godly sail- 
ors and steamboat men? One of our 
former citizens, who has from the 
very beginning of the Bethel en- 
terprise been one of our steadfast 
supporters, in‘aletter to the chap- 
lain, writes :—‘* The Board agree 
with me that in a business point 
of view the Company are inter- 
ested in bettering the condition of 
sailors, independent of any higher 
consideration.” 


Seamen's Surroundings. 


Some very good people say to me, 
—sailors are good enough in their 
place, but as a class they are a bad 
set. Provided this were so, (al- 
though I will not admit it), is it 
Christ-like to leave them to per- 
ish ? I would like to ask, how 
much better would your own son 
or mine be under the same circum- 
stances, surrounded by the same 
society, and free from all restrain- 
ing influences? Let me take you to 
the forecastle of the merchant ship, 
and show you-where the sailor eats 
and sleeps, good bad and indiffer- 
ent all huddled together; so strong- 
ly lnked together are they that 
there is always a leader who acts 
as judge and censor, and that lead- 
er may be the worst man in the 
ship, and it isa brave man who 
dares to question his word. Under 
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these influences the sailor spends 
two-thirds or three-fourths of his 
time. Then question him how he 
is treated ashore, and he will tell 
you there are few places where he 
is made welcome; the saloon is 
ready for him, the home seldom or 
never. Is it strange that he often 
forgets that he is a man among 
men? Is it strange that he loses 
his self-respect? Would your son 
or mine do better? Does the sailor 
belong to another grade of hu- 
manity, that we should thus light- 
ly ignore his claim upon us? 


Can You Face Responsibility ? 


Can you or I face the Judge of 
all the earth with the old question 
‘“‘©Am I my brother’s keeper ?” 
The experience of the past three 
years has established beyond a 
doubt the necessity of a home for 
mariners in this port,—a place 
where these men may find a home 
and hearty greeting ; where relig- 
ious influences will hold them in 
check, refining and exalting them 
to a just appreciation of them- 
selves; where they may be treated 
lke men. 


Rich Compensation. 


Warm-hearted and true as sail- 
ors are, the compensation is very 
rich indeed, even if we look not to 
the effects that shall go on and on 
forever. _ Debarred as they are, 
most of the time, from the society 
of women, they highly appreciate 
the kind word of welcome and re- 
cognition from the Christian lady. 
“That is my mother’s voice,” said 
one poor sailor lad, and God’s 
Spirit toned the voice to the ear; 
the words were balm to the aching, 
homesick heart, and that boy was 
saved, while the Christian mother 
who spoke the words will rejoice 
through all eternity, that God 
gave her the opportunity to win a 
soul to Christ. 


AND SEAMEN’S FRIEND. 
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From the Illustrated Christian Weekly. 
COMMERCE. 
BY REV. JAMES HE. HOMANS. 


The ruling power of to-day is 
commerce. ‘The eagle or the cres- 
cent is no longer the symbol of 
supremacy. Kingly prerogative, 
aristocracy of birth, the sword and 
the banner, have given way to the 
representatives of capital and 
trade. Monarchs have been com- 
pelled to lean first on their nobles 
then on their generals, and finally 
on the representatives of the peo- 
ple. And now the agents of com- 
mercial enterprise are the pioneers 
and conquerors of the world. They 
penetrate where no armies can 
reach. They break down the bar- 
riers of national seclusion and 
distrust. They excite the wonder 
and awaken the emulation of such 
peoples as the Japanese and Chi- 
nese in their amazing advances of 
the last few years. And in the 
foreign policies of our chief nation 
it isno longer the nobles, nor the 
ecclesiastics, nor even the masses, 
who guide the wheels, but the ex- 
changes of the great marts of com- 
merce. Capital is the supreme 
moving power, and men of suc- 
cessful enterprise and wealth are 
becoming the recognized aristoe- 
racy of the world. It is no longer 
single cities, as Tyre and Carthage 
and Venice, nor exceptional na- 
tions, as Spain, or Holland, or 
Great Britain, but the commercial 
spirit which rules. How signifi- 
cantly this has been shown of late 
years in the world-wide exhibitions 
which have drawn together the 
representatives of every land. Not 
knightly tournaments or royal pag- 
eants, but the World’s Fairs, the 
Industrial Expositions, are the 
universal exponents of the age. 
Emperors, and kings, and sultans 
pay their court to these indices of 
the times. The achievements of 


genius find their chief illustration 
in the triumph of material inven- 
tions. Electricity and steam are 
the twin brothers of modern ad- 
vancement. Great monopolies 
take the place of warlike enter- 
prises, and circle the globe to ac- 
complish their purpose, while 
crowded manufactories and treach- 
erous mines, with their frequent 
histories of oppression and wrong, 
have supplanted the baronial cas- 
tle and the secret dungeon. 

What, then, we may ask, is the 
predominating influence and char- 
acter of this great power which 
goeth forth so mightily in our 
day ? Is it for good or for eyil ? 
If by the highest good we mean a 
comfortable enjoyment of life the 
answer is plain. ‘The supremacy 
of such a system will no doubt in- 
crease the comforts and luxuries 
of life. Its influence will be on 
the side of peace. Its activities 
will stimulate intellect for its own 
advantage and prevent stagnation 
among the nations, but if we have 
regard to a higher good than these, 
—if we look to those blessings 
which meet the divine approval, 
first pure, then peaceable, first just, 
then happy, first righteous, then 
joyful, we shall hardly find en- 
couragement in the spirit of this 
great agency of commerce. The 
tendencies of the commercial spir- 
it, aside from Christianity, have 
never been towards the principles 
of the gospel, nor the recognition 
of the will of God. 

Its fundamental motive is suc- 
cess. This is often sought at the 
expense of honorable dealing and 
integrity. Men united in corpor- 
ate bodies will use dealings which 
no individual would dare to at- 
tempt. And with many happy 
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exceptional cases the merchant 
who is rigidly and uniformly up- 
right is so from force of inward 
character, and in opposition to the 
rivalries and eager seekings of the 
grasping spirit of trade. The in- 
fluence upon governments, as ex- 
hibited by England with its opium 
trade in China and its dealings 
with India and its early treatment 
of missionary efforts in those Hast- 
ern lands, the corruption of voters 
and legislators andthe highest of- 
ficials of this country to accom- 
plish desired objects, show the 
unscrupulous agencies which it 
makes use of to gain a desired end. 
Then in the influence of its spirit 
of material gain upon the church 
of God we cannot but see many 
evil effects. Made up, as the com- 
mercial class is, of every shade of 
belief and unbelief, nominal Chris- 
tians, infidels, Jews; Mahomme- 
dans, heathen, all swelling the 
busy host, these give the control- 
ling character. They mould and 
send forth the prevailing influ- 
ence, and the consequence is a de- 
preciation of distinctively religious 
principles. 

A general spirit of relaxation of 
binding truths is inculated. Noth- 
ing seems so desirable to commence 
as to be on good terms with all. 
Hence a spurious charity, a depre- 
ciation of exclusive opinions, how- 
ever vital and important. All are 
to be regarded as alike indifferent 
so long as the common welfare and 
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profit of allis advanced. And so — 
we behold an age of boasted lib- | 
erality, which is mere license; a 
loosening of the bonds of godly 
principle and a growing indiffer- 
ence to the claims of spiritual and 
vital religion. And the tempta- 
tion to cater to such tastes and to 
court the wealth and to imitate 
the self-indulgence and ostentation 
which spring from successful ac- 
cumulation affects too often the 
ministry and the individual Chris- 
tian to an increasing conformity - 
with the world. And these ten- 
dencies are fostered by the great 
organ of commerce, the secular 
newspaper press. With some no- 
ble exceptions, its general tone is 
not favorable to evangelical living 
or truth. And as the only reading 
of many, and the moulder of cur- 
rent modern thought, it helps on 
the evil tendencies of deterioration 
in the Christian’s ordinary life. 

Well may we be on our guard 
against the tendencies to evil 
which affect alike the individual 
soul, the social life, the govern- 
ments of the earth, and the church 
of God. _ Its claims are boldly ut- 
tered. Its maxims subordinate all 
higher principles to the utmost at- 
tainment of gain. But it is still 
true that ‘they that will be rich 
fall into temptation and a snare, 
and into many foolish and hurtful 
lusts, which drown men in destruc- 
tion and perdition.” 


THE SYSTEM OF “ADVANCE.” 


ITS ORIGIN—WHAT IS SAID OF IT BY PRACTICAL MEN-—FROM HIS 
HONOR JUDGE PIERCE. 


For an especially compact state- 
ment as to the origin, nature and 
evils of the system of Advance 
Wages to seamen, we commend 


our readers to the following pa- 
per, written years ago, by Captain 
Mortimer, and at that time wide- 
ly circulated. He said:— 


AND SEAMEN’S FRIEND. 


The custom of advancing wages 
to seamen was instituted many 
years since for the purpose of ben- 
efiting the sailor by enabling him 
to purchase proper clothing, &c., 
to meet the exigencies of the long 
and tedious voyages of that early 
period of commercial navigation. 
It doubtless was a wise and happy 
provision toward one of the most 
useful classes of men, for whose 
protection and welfare legislation 
can never be amiss. At the present 
time, cases of distress or destitu- 
tion at all in comparison with 
those of the olden time can hardly 
occur; for, owing to the widely- 
extended ramifications of com- 
merce, nearly all the explored 
oceans of the world are to a great 
extent studded with vessels of war 
or traffic, and, since the days of 
ALEXANDER SELKIRK, adventures 
such as his have ceased to exist. 
The time of romance, even with 
the sailor, has passed away. These 
changes have in a great measure 
obviated any necessity for which 
the advance system was instituted, 
and the practice of it has merged 
into the greatest evil that can at- 
tend the connection between sail- 
ors and their ships. 

The only benefit that could re- 
sult from advancing wages to sea- 
men may be stated in two cases:— 

First. That the shipwrecked 
or otherwise destitute seaman 
might be enabled to furnish him- 
self with clothing to commence 
another voyage. As hefore men- 
tioned, cases of this kind or of en- 
tire destitution are rare, except 
those arising from the sailor’s prod- 
igality or intemperance. 

Second. That the married sea- 
man might appropriate the money 
so received for the support of his 
family. It must be admitted that 
the humanity of advancing for 
this purpose is most praiseworthy, 
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and can meet with no objection; 
but how often is it misconverted 
from the good purpose intended? 

The two above-mentioned reas- 
ons for advancing wages to sea- 
men seem to be the only ones from 
which any good can arise, and are 
the only arguments that can be 
brought forward in favor of con- 
tinuing the practice. 

The attendant evils are many 
and increasing. It debases the 
sailor by rendering him a more 
easy prey to the shore parasites, 
who fatten upon the weakness and 
credulity of the thoughtless and 
unthrifty ‘“‘ outward bound.” 

It renders the sailor more prod- 
igal by placing at his disposal 
money that he has not earned, 
and upon which he cannot. place 
a proper value, for he has not la- 
bored for it. 

It deprives him of the interest 
and care that, under other circum- 
stances, he naturally would have 
towards the ship that furnishes 
him with employment and pay, 
because he has already received all 
that he may earn during a short 
voyage or passage. 

It renders him less obedient to 
his officers and inattentive to his 
duties, because he labors under no 
fear of stoppage of pay. To use 
his own words, he has a weather 
guage of the ship, and fears no re- 
clamation of wages by his employ- 
ers. Meanwhile, the underwriters 
would do well to look to the possi- 
ble consequences. As an attendant 
result, he is dissatisfied and care- 
less, instead of contented and hap- 
py, as he probably might be under 
the sense of the daily addition of 
the ship’s indebtedness to him, 
and, with its accumulation, would 
feel a proud satisfaction in honest- 
ly earning the sum which would 
be paid to him at the end of the 
voyage; for no debts are more sure 
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of being paid than sailors’ wages. 
On the other hand, his discontent 
may arise from the thought that 
he is working for nothing, and oft- 
times he really is, for how seldom 
does he touch one penny of his 
advance. 

It oft-times renders him dishon- 
est, as it 1s an incentive towards 
desertion at the commencement of 
a voyage, thereby defrauding the 
ship of the amount advanced to 
him. 

It renders him for the time a 
miserable white slave, for he is 
filled with rum, the better enabling 
those who lead him on shore to 
consume his advance money, which 
is oft-times his ruin. 

In short, there are innumerable 
evils attendant upon the practice 
of advancing wages to seamen. 
The sailor who is improvident now 
places himself entirely at the mercy 
or disposal of those whom. he has 
become indebted to, and the next 
ship that he will choose will be the 
one upon whose voyage he may ob- 
tain the greatest advance. 

It would, indeed, be the com- 
mencement of a happier era to 
those who go down to the sea in 
ships if the sailor could place all 
his confidence in the sea-worthi- 
ness of his ships and the integrity 
of his officers. Then, perhaps, 
Jack would learn that, with all 
the attendant hardships, the ship 
would be his best home. 


The London, Hng., Christian, 
commenting on the seamen’s strike 
which took place in that city, im- 
mediately after the British law 
forbidding ‘‘ Advance” went into 
effect,—well said :— 

‘<The seamen’s strike, which ap- 
pears likely to reach serious pro- 
portions, is much to be regretted 
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on several grounds, and chiefly for 
the sake of the sailors themselves. 
We have nothing but sympathy 
with their desire to obtain wages 
commensurate with the value of 
services rendered, and we hope all 
just claims on this score will be 
fairly met; but their demand for 
the resuscitation of the ‘‘ advance 
note” system is ill-advised, and 
ought to fail of success. This vic- 
ious institution left Jack so much 
at the mercy of his most evil-dis- 
posed and unscrupulous enemies 
that its recent abolition by Act of 
Parliament was an unmixed boon. 
Of course, those land-sharks who 
were enabled by its help to prey 
upon their too compliant victim 
are now sustaining him in this agi- 
tation; but we hope better counsels 
will prevail, and that the sailor 
will be able to distinguish between 
his real and assumed friends.” | 


Under the heading ‘‘ Extortions 
Punished,” the WN. Y¥. Tribune 
reported October 29th. :—‘‘ George 
Thompson, of No. 4 Catharine- 
lane; Morrison and Brown, of No. 
109 South-st., and James 8. Rose, 
of No. 40 South-st., were convict- 
ed in the United States Circuit 
Court, yesterday, of demanding 
unlawful fees for shipping seamen, 
and were fined from $150 to $250 
each.” If any one conceives that 
in pressing the abolition of ‘ad- 
vance wages ”’ to sailors, which, in 
the words of chaplain Jones of 
the Sailors’ Snug Harbor, (vide p. 
361,) ‘‘lies at the foundation of 
nine-tenths of the extortion and 
robbery to which they are subject- 
ed,”—we are urging an effete is- 
sue, the Vribune’s statement of 
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fact here cited, may undeceive 
them, as it casts light upon what 
is continually going on in this and 
other seaports. 


Practical men who have been in 
contact with sailors, some of them 
for scores of years,—some of them 
formerly sailors themselves, ought 
to be able to guage the value of 
the proposed abolition of ‘‘ad- 
vance wages” to seamen. A few 
of these speak to the point, below. 
Their testimony and names are 
appended to the petition for a law 
forbidding ‘‘ advance,” to be pre- 
sented to Congress at its coming 
session. And these are but a por- 
tion of those who will be heard 
from, whose familiarity with sail- 
ors, and whose high standing in 
the community must carry great 
weight whenever they speak. 

It Causes the Worst Evils. 

‘JT heartily join in this petition, 
fully believing that the worst of 
the evils to which our seamen are 
exposed are caused by the perni- 
cious system of advance wages. 

C. C. DuNCcAN, 

U. S. Shipping Commissioner of 

the port of New York.” 
Of the Greatest Importance. 

<‘T have spent nine years of my 
life on the sea. Since that I have 
had charge of the Philadelphia 
Sailors’ Home five years,—after 
that of the New York Sailors’ 
Home for seven years. I believe 
from forty to forty-five thousand 
sailors have been, shipped and 
boarded under my care. I consid- 
er this movement of the greatest 
importance. It has my hearty in- 
dorsement. 

JoHN H. Cassipy, 
27, 129 Mercer St., New York.” 
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A Fruitful Source of Extortion. 


‘*J have investigated the matter 
of seamen’s advance wages during 
my official term, and find it to be 
a fruitful source of extorting mon- 
ey from seamen in violation of 
law. 

ALFRED A. CONKLIN, 
U.S. Dist. Attorney.” 


No Benefit for Seamen Without Its 
Abolition. 

**T am sure no philanthropic ef- 
fort which has been or may be 
made can benefit the seamen of 
the world, unless the present ad- 
vance system is modified or abol- 
ished. 

JOHN H. Mortimer, 
Burling Slip, New York.” 
The Source of the Worst Crimes. 


“JT consider the present system 
of advance wages to seamen to be 
the bottom cause of the worst of 
the existing evils and the source of 
the worst of crimes, and I heartily 
endorse this petition. 

CHARLES GIBBINS, Jr., 
U. S. Commission, 8 H St., Phil- 
adelphia, Pa.” 


“God Speed the Right!” 


““Since 1835 I have seen and 
felt the wrongs inflicted on seamen 
and cheerfully concur in the ob- 
ject of this petition. I sign it 
with the prayer,—‘ God speed the 
right! ’ 

CHARLES BENTWICK, 
Late Deputy U.S. Shipping Com- 
missioner, Philadelphia Pa.” 
Speaking after Fifty Years’ Bx- 
perience—The Foundation of 
Wrong. 

“‘ After an active life of over 
fifty years among seamen, during 
the early part of which I have 
worked out many a ‘dead _ horse,’ 
IT am convinced that the system of 
advance wages to seamen lies at 
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the foundation of nine-tenths of 
the extortion and rubbery to which 
they are subjected. 
CHARLES J. JONES, 

Chaplain of the Sailors’ Snug 
Harbor, Staten Island, New York.” 

To the foregoing testimony we 
add another of especial import, 
dated at the New York Custom 
House, Oct. 25th, 1881. Its au- 
thor writes out of an abundant 
experience, and his utterance is 
clear, considerate, decisive. He 
says :— 


‘‘FWeeling deeply interested in 
the effort which is being made to 
abolish the present system of pay- 
ing seamen wages in advance, I 
thought that my testimony might 
have some weight with those to 
whom the question will be sub- 
mitted. 


“*T was for twenty-five years and 
upwards, in the business of ship- 
ping crews for vessels sailing from 
this and other ports, and during 
that time shipped over 100,000 
men, and from careful observation 
and a varied experience J have no 
hesitation in saying that the cus- 
tom of advance wages to seamen ts 
pernicious in many ways, and par- 
ticularly as it tends to evil associa- 
tions and drunkenness in an emi- 
nent degree. 

‘‘ Where a foremast hand has a 
family I think it but justice to 
give a monthly order on the owner 
or merchant to be paid to his fam- 
ily so long as he remains on duty 
on board his vessel, but I cannot 
see why seamen should be paid for 
un-earned services, more than any 
other laborers. You have my best 
wishes for success in your efforts 
to do away with the whole system. 

Very truly yours, 
Wa. Poouz.” 
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In Tracy vs. Blancbois, Common 
Pleas Court, at Philadelphia, Pa., 
Oct. 21st, 1869, in which case the 
plaintiff sought to recover $90 from 
a sailor landlord who had shipped 
three men in two different ships, 
receiving $180 therefor, His Hon- 
or Judge Prercn, presiding, in 
charging the jury, used the follow- 
ing language:— 

“Gentlemen of the Jury :—I have 
always been of the opinion that the 
port of Philadelphia was a free 
port, but the evidence elicited in 
this trial shows me that I was mis- 
taken. It seems that there is one 
organization here that controls the 
merchant, the master and the sail- 
or, and prevents other men from 
engaging in a business lawful in it- 
self. Gentlemen of the Jury:—I 
hesitate not to say that if these 
men were presented for criminal 
conspiracy against the interests of 
the port of Philadelphia I would 
instruct a Grand Jury to find a 
bill against them.” 


It is the organization referred to 
by Judge Pierce that now directs 
and urges a petition adverse to the 
abolition of ‘‘advance wages,” (a 
copy of which we have seen,) for 
presentation to Congress. That 
paper is being circulated in Phila- 
delphia, and emanates, professed- 
ly, from seamen. It also purports 
to be signed by sailors. We have 
been informed that between $2,000 
and $3,000 have been raised, in 
that city, to oppose the movement 
for abolition, a dollar per head 
having already been taken from 
hundreds of seamen to make up 
this sum. 
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Two Brave Farmer Boys. 


There was a picturesque scene 
yesterday morning, (Sept. 28th, 
1881,) on the bluff above Hovious’s 
Beach, where lies the hull of the 
wrecked Alice Buck. The white 
sand of the narrow strip of bluff, 
and the whiter broad line of surf, 
were dotted with strands and drift- 
ing pieces of the wreck. On the 
accessible portions of the beach 
gangs of men were collecting the 
drift-wood and keeping a lookout 
for the bodies of the missing sailors. 
On the bluff were scattered about 
men, women, and children from the 
neighboring ranches, idly watching 
the men at work below, and earn- 
estly talking over every incident 
of the wreck. The shattered hull 
lay just beyond the breakers, only 
afew projecting pieces above the 
water denoting its location. The 
incident most talked about was 
the saving of the lives of three of 
the wrecked crew by two young 
men. SILAS Hoviousand FRANK 
HALE, each aged 19 years, sons of 
neighboring ranchers. 

The story of their adventures is 
one of simple heroism, that should 
gain for the young men some suit- 
able recognition. It seems that 
two of the sailors managed to 
reach the shore unassisted, and 
found their way to the house of 
Hovious. When they had told 
the story of the wreck, and were 
being warmed and fed by Mrs. 
Hovious, the boy Silas and his 
father ran to the edge of the bluff. 
where Mrs. Hovious and others 
soon followed. Some time before 
any human form was distinguished 
in the surf pitiful cries for assist- 
ance were heard. Silas, at last, 
by standing on the edge of the 
bluff and looking down its hundred 
feet of almost straight sides, dis- 
covered a man clinging to a plank 
and being tossed about in the 
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breakers. He told of his discovery, 
but none of the men dared to at- 
tempt the descent of the cliff to 
the forlorn hope of rescuing the 
man.- Silas, after waiting a mo- 
ment, said: ‘* Mother, I can’t bear 
to hear that man’s cries,” and before 
he could be stopped, threw off his 
coat and swung himself over the 
edge of the bluff. He was instantly 
joined by young Hale. Standing 
on the beach yesterday, Mrs. Ho- 
vious told the rest of the story. 


“How those boys got down 
there I don’t know,” she said. 
“You can see for yourself that a 
goat couldn’t climb there. But 
somehow or other they reached 
that narrow ledge of rock you see 
down there, over which the waves 
break. Frank Hale picked up a 
piece of rope thrown upon the 
rock by a wave, and the boys to- 
gether threw one end of it out to 
the sailor. He made a grab for it, 
but missed it, and the back cur- 
rent carried him out of reach. The 
next wave brought him in almost to 
their feet, but he missed the rope 
again. I was afraid he would 
clutch at the boys’ ankles and drag 
one of them out with him. I beg- 
ged of the men standing about to 
go down there and help the boys. 
One man standing near me was 
himself a sailor, but none of them 
dare to make the attempt. I saw 
the man in the water being carried | 
toward the boys again, but once 
more he missed the rope. I became 
nearly frantic then. What with 
fear for the boys and desire to see 
the poor man saved I scarcely 
knew what to do. Of course, I 
wanted my boy todo all he could, 
and seeing him standing down 
there with his companion, calling 
to the man to keep up courage. 
IT hadn’t the heart to say a word 
against it. Once more the waves 
brought the man in, looking more 
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dead than alive. This time the 
boys took hold of the middle of the 
rope, and each threw out an end. 
The sailor caught the rope this 
time, but the boys hadn’t strength 
to pull him out of the water, and 
he hadn’t strength to drag himself 
up to the ledge where they were 
standing. But the boys, somehow, 
crept along the slippery, steep 
rocks until they reached that spot 
down there where you see the 
beach begins. Then they dragged 
him out of the water, and hé was 
taken up to our house. We 
thought for a long time he would 
die, but a warm fire-place and hard 
rubbing with rum brought him 
around at last. The boys brought 
two more men up, to the house 
pretty soon after that.” 

It was evident that Mrs. Hovious 
and a young lady with her, a sister 
of Frank Hale, were very proud of 
their ‘‘boys’ ” achievement, but 
that their excusable pride had not 
allowed them to overdraw the dan- 
ger of the adventure was equally 
evident. ‘The situation as the Call 
reporter saw it as he listened to 
the story, was evidence enough of 
the difficulty and danger the young 
men had faced. Silas and Frank 
being interviewed by the reporter, 
proved to be as modest as they are 
brave. When asked, ‘‘ How did 
you manage to climb down the 
face of that bluff and along that 
ledge?” they answered, ‘Oh, -we 
just kinder clumb along somehow. 
We didn’t think much of how we 
were doing it ; we only thought of 
that sailor in the water.”—San 
Francisco, Cal., Call. 


ee —————— 


Without Strength. 


A large company of people were 
gathered at the end of a wharf on 
the look-out, when one of the 
number fell into the deep water. 
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There was great excitement, but no | 
But there Jf 


one dared to jump in. 
stood an able-bodied sailor right 
over him as he strugled in the 
water. He could swim, but he 
stood coolly, doing nothing. The 
crowd were amazed and indignant. 
«Why does he stand looking on.” 
they said, “‘and not jump in and 
save him?” The drowning man 
had sunk twice, and was about to 
throw up his arms and go down 
for the last time,—when to the 
surprise of the people the sailor 
jumped in and bore him to the sur- 
face and to safety. 

Now the people could understand 
the sailor’s apparent indifference, 
and the wisdom of his course. The 
fact is the drowning man was too 
lively and heavy to make it prudent 
to plunge into the water after him. 
He waited until the man had no 
strength even to struggle, and 
then rescued him. 

Now this affords an illustration 
of God’s way in saving a sinner. 
God’s way may be to wait, not with 
indifference surely, until the sin- 
ner finds out that he has no strength 
to save or help save himself. 

It is one thing to own oneself a 
sinner, and quite another to con- 
fess that one 1s without strength to 
save himself. But such is the 
ruin of man, and such his impoten- 
cy, that though he struggles and 
strives, works and weeps, he can no 
more save himself from hell than 
the drowning man could from the 
watery grave that was inevitable, 
but for the strong arm of the brave 
and wise sailor. It is this that 
the word of God states so dis- 
tinctly, clearly and constantly. 

‘* For when we were yet without 
strength, in due time Christ died 
for the ungodly.” 

** Without strength” is the di- 
vine statement as to man. This 
leaves the ground clear for Christ 
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to come in and be a perfect Savior. 
And as the sailor saved the man 
when he had given up, so does 
God through Christ, and his pre- 
cious atoning death, save every 
one that comes to this conclusion, 
that he is not only a sinner, but 
also without strength. Such an 
one will readily appreciate the 
strong arm and saving grace of the 
Savior of sinners, and allow him, 
in every sense of the word, to be 
the Savior, and give him all the 
glory for saving him. ‘“‘ By grace 
are ye saved through faith, and 
that not of yourselves, it is the 
gift of God; not of works, lest 
any man should boast.”—Glad 
Tidings. 

E ————— 0.__. 

How a Christian Sailor Died. 


Captain Dosson, the well known 
keeper of our Sailors’ Institute, 
Shadwell, once commanded the 
schooner Glory. No doubt he left 
her, thinking that if he did not she 
would send him to glory before his 
time. Shortly afterwards Captain 
JoHN Loynes took charge, and 
for the sake of his wife and family, 
no doubt, thought he would risk 
even a leaky ship. Many men feel 
unsafe and yet dread throwing up 
situations when they know it1s al- 
most impossible to get others. 
Poor Loynes did attempt to cross 
the North Sea, in October, 1862, 
and encountered a fearful gale on 
the 19th of the same month. 
Nothing more was heard of them 
but the following letter which was 
_ picked up in a bottle on the coast 
of Jutland. He comniended his 
wife and six children to the Lord. 
Thank God thousands of Christian 
sailors have thus believingly, con- 
fidingly, heroically, died in the 
Lord. O! how many have died in 
“nothing but gales of wind.” How 
many? Count them for the past 
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century. Count them even for the 
past winter. 
“* At Spa, Oct. 19th, 1862. 

‘“My Dear Wirr,—Before you 
get these few lines I shall be in 
Heaven. Our ship, the Glory of 
West Hartlepool, is just about 
foundering, the pumps both chok- 


ed, and John Hunter had his leg 


fractured with sea breaking, and 
we have had nothing but gales 
of wind, and we are almost a 
wreck; but thank God we are 
resigned to our Heavenly Father’s 
will. My men are all happy in the 
Savior’s love. They were all cry- 
ing for mercy, and they all found 
peace; the lad, John Hunter, 
was one of the brightest conversions 
IT ever saw. My dear wife, I have 
left you in the hands of the Lord, 
and I know He will provide for 
you and the dear children, and I 
hope you will meet in Heaven. 
May this be granted for Christ’s 
sake—in heaven! 
**T remain your loving husband, 
““Joun Loynes.” 
Chart and Compass, London, Eng. 


—=-_ + —mY——_—_ 


“Don’t Know when Well 
Used!” 


One more from the sea _res- 
ponded,—‘‘ We enjoy coming into 
these meetings. We get a fresh 
supply of provisions for the pass- 
age. Get new sails to bend, we 
who have had our old sails split on 
the voyage. One thing let me say 
now; don’t wait till your sails are 
split and you are a dismantled 
wreck before you do anything for 
your soul. You can make pro- 
vision against shipwreck on this 
voyage of life, and now is the time 
and here are the means. I want 
to impress upon your minds the 
importance of seeking salvation 
and laying in a full supply of all 
needful things for life’s eternal 
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voyage. Often have I had occasion 
to say how glad I am that I went 
to that meeting. Even when I 
had gone for curiosity. It has 
been so with a great many. They 
think of these times when in the 
perils of fhe sea. There that 
sailor ison that wreck, sails mostly 
gone, scudding along with the 
little canvass he can spread. ‘Ah,’ 
he says, ‘how glad I am that I 
went to that meeting, there in the 
old Bethel.” Shipmates, do make 
an effort to make headway toward 
heaven. We often hear it said 
about the streets in common affairs 
of life, ‘Don’t know when they 
are well used.’—well, we don’t. 
How true it is with all these blessed 
privileges and kind friends and 
the word of God and the invita- 
tions of the gospel,—we don’t 
know when we are well used.”— 
Bethel Flag. 
————_—2> 2S —___ 
“One Day at a Time.” 


A lady met with a serious acci- 
dent which necessitated a very 
painful surgical operation and 
many months’ confinement to her 
bed. When the physician finished 
his work and was about taking his 
leave, the patient asked: ‘‘ Doctor, 
how long shall I have to he here 
helpless?” 

“Oh, only one day at a time,” 

was the only cheerful answer; and 
the poor sufferer, comforted for 
the moment, many times during the 
succeeding weary weeks thought, 
‘‘only one day at a time,” deriv- 
ing thence a supporting, quieting 
influence. 
Sydney Smith recommended 
taking short views as a good safe- 
guard against needless worry. And 
the All-wise One said, ‘‘ Take, 
therefore, no anxious thought for 
the morrow ; for the morrow shall 
take thought for the things of it- 
self. Sufficient unto the day is the 
evil thereof.” 
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The Gospel on the Sea. 


Nowhere does the Gospel come 
with greater or more lasting tem- 
poral blessings and advantages in 
its train than in the forecastle. 
The public are beginning to realize 
that the gratitude and ingenuity of 
a nation could not devise a nobler 
gift for the sailor than that of 
Christianity. Iam persuaded that 
it was not accident but profound 
wisdom, which led our Savior to 
entrust the first propagation of his 
Gospel to sea-faring men.—Lethel 
Flag. 


——___—< 2. ______ 


Utilizing Seamen to Spread 

the Gospel. 

The Fifty-seventh Annual Report of 
the New York Bible Society, presents an 
impressive statement of Bible work done 
within the bounds of the city and harbor 
of New York, among the destitute res- 
ident population, immigrants landing at 
Castle Garden, at mission schools, hos- 
pitals, prisons and other public institu- 
tions,—and lastly among shipping and 
seamen. 

The Society employs eight missionaries, 
and during the year ending October 81st, 
*81, put in circulation by sale or gift, 
127,821 copies of the word of God. 

From the “statement” in the report 
of Mr. Joun S. Prerson, who, aided by 
Mr. W. G. Jones and Mr. Ernst Jacx- 
son, has this department in charge, we 
draw the following 


SUMMARY OF THE MARINE WORK. 


Supplied to seamen on shore, through 
Bethel Churches, missions, &c., 3,016 vol- 
umes. 

19 new vessels supplied with large print 
Bibles in cabin, for use of passengers, 31 
volumes. 

166 American vessels bound on long 
voyages to the Pacific or Hast Indies, sup- 
plied with Scriptures for destitute sailors 
at sea, 1,456 volumes. 

To seamen upon other American yes- 
sels, 2,046 volumes. 

528 Scandinavian vessels ; crews sup- 
plied through Mr. Ernst Jackson (in 
Swedish and Danish) with 4,533 volumes 
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692 foreign vessels visited at our piers, 
and supplied in cabin and forecastle, viz. : 
407 Italian, 169 Austrian, 59 Spanish, 
27 Portuguese, 23 French, 6 Mexican, 1 
Brazilian, with, 2,717 volumes. 

866 American vessels bound to Roman 
Catholic ports, distributing there (in Span- 
ish, French, Portuguese or Italian), 7,552 
volumes. 

699 immigrant ships, provided with 
cheap Testaments in English, Welsh, Ger- 
man, French, Danish, Swedish, etc., for 
Sunday distributiou to immigrants at sea 
on the voyage to this country, 22,624 vol- 
umes, 

Sold at Marine Office No. 150 Nassau 
Street, (mostly to persons not seamen) 788 
volumes. 

Total of Bibles and Testaments distrib- 
uted upon 2,970 vessels, 44,763 volumes. 

With these have gone forth during the 
year, 4,142,979 pages of the American 
Tract Society’s publications; three-fourths 
being in foreign languages. 


These brief statistics give a very imper- 
fect idea of an extensive system of Gospel 
propagandism, elaborated by twenty-five 
years’ experience, by which the commerce 
of New York is utilized to carry the printed 
truth to the ends of the earth. 


In the language of the report, — 


The aim in this marine work has been 
twofold :—first, to supply the word of God 
to seamen themselves ; second, to make 
sailors the agents for putting it in the 
hands of others beyond our reach; of 
whom we may name two principal classes, 
passengers or immigrants carried by them 
from port to port, and persons with whom 
they are brought in contact upon foreign 
and distant shores. 

The year just closed is behind none of 
its predecessors in the successful attain- 
ment of these two ends. Scarcely a month 
has passed without bringing the credible 
report of souls converted to God through 
the agency of the Bible and other religious 
reading placed on shipboard by us : while 
we continue to find, with even increasing 

* ease, seamen ready to serve us as our dis- 
tributors upon the sea and beyond, and 
are constantly cheered with tidings of in- 
teresting, and sometimes unique, results 
from their missionary work. 


We add a few further extracts in illus- 
tration of these statements :— 


In May, I found opportunities upon 
four vessels bound upon trading voyages 
to the east coast of Africa, for placing 
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supplies in Portuguese, French, and Arab- 
ic, in the hands of trustworthy captains 
who promised to distribute them, as op- 
portunity offers, at Zanzibar, Mozam- 
bique, Aden, Muscat, and at trading sta- 
tions on the coast of Madagascar. 

In the same month, we sent similar ma- 
terial, upon eighty-two other vessels to 
forty-six distinct Catholic ports ;—some 
of the more distant being as follows :— 
Huelva, L’ Union, Liberté, San José, 
Puent Arenas, Amapola, Guayaquil, Co- 
quimbo, Manilla, Rosario, St. Catharines, 
Santos, St. Limon, Carupano, Palermo, 
Naples, Oporto, etc. 


Captain D——, of a large clipper-ship, 
writes as follows: 


“Ship——, en voyage, Manilla to New York, 
Sept. 12, 1880. 


“DEAR Mr. Prerson :—In placing a 
package of Bibles and Testaments on 
board the ship , last October, you re- 
quested me to drop you a line, and I told 
you I would. I do not like to neglect a 
promise, though I hardly know what to 
write. We have been to several far-far- 
away ports ; but to the farthest corner of 
the world an American ship penetrates, 
and with her something from Mr, P—— 
and the Bible Society. Did you ever think 
of this? It speaks whole volumes for you 
and the Society ; more than my hand, 
better used to the marlin-spike than the 
pen, can express. I can only thank you 
for your effort to spread the word to ‘the 
uttermost parts of the sea,’ for the books 
you have put on board this ship and many 
other ships I have sailed in, and for your 
cheery visits to us on board when in your 
port. Let others, better than I am, write 
of the work. I will close by saying that 
your large Bible, placed in the cabin of 
this ship, has been read every day by my- 
self, and every Sabbath to twenty-two at- 
tentive listening seamen.” 

The captain of the shooner 1/——- A—, 
from Pernambuco, replies to an inquiry 
about a large package of damaged Portu- 
guese Testaments, which he took out last 
voyage:—‘‘ Why, my dear sir, it was a 
trifle compared with the wants of those 
people. 1 gave them all to fishermen who 
came out to us in the roadstead, and could 
have used a chestful if I had had them. 
These men go out fearlessly beyond the 
bar upon an odd-looking craft—a ‘ cata- 
maran,” not a boat at all, but a couple of 
logs joined together by iron bars, and with 
a single mast and sail, and often come back 
without a fish. They are a poor folk, but 
freely offer to exchange fruit or fish, a 
handkerchief from the neck, or a shirt 
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from the back, for the coveted ‘libros,’ 
which they ask for at once on coming 
aboard, taking for granted that every 
American vessel has a supply.” 

“The regular package of a dozen Por- 
tuguese Testaments and tracts we re- 
served, and consulted,—my wife and I,— 
how to make them go as far as possible. 
So we put them up in twelve packets, 
a Testament and a few tracts in each, 
and I took the boat and boarded this 
number of the litle native coasters an- 
chored around us, and presented a parcel 
to each.” 

Says the mate of the schooner J.—— 
Ib I : ‘* We had an interesting call 
last voyage at Monte Christi, from an old 
farmer who came down from the interior, 
twenty miles, on his mule, to get some 
Spanish reading. I felt very sorry for 
him when I found I had none left. He 
took his disappointment very hard, say- 
ing (as old Joe from the shore interpreted 
to us) that this was the third time that he 
had made this long journey in vain. Just 
then the captain called from the com- 
panion-way that he had found a single 
Spanish Testament on his shelf. The 
old man seized it and expressed his de- 
light in words and gestures. ‘This was 
just the book he wanted. He had had 
one once, but the priest had taken it 
away.’ ” 

Italian vessels, of which we have sup- 
plied some 407 this year, furnish an un- 
usual number of encouraging incidents. 
In some six cases conversion seems to have 
been the result of reading the Bible placed 
on board by us. 

When Mr. Jones visited the Italian 
bark Luce, all the crew were busy dis- 
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charging ballast, and he could only show 
his Testaments and tracts to the cook. 
While doing so he noticed a gray-headed 
old Neapolitan sailor in some excitement 
leave his work and fellows, and let him- 
self down from the staging to the deck, 
and cleaning his hands upon his panta- 
loons prepare to take up one of the Testa- 
ments. Not understanding his purpose, 
Mr. Jones closed his bag. Then the old 
sailor, to make his meaning plain, ran 
down below and presently reappeared with 
a ragged book in his hand. It was grimy 
and black, the title page was missing, as 
were many of the leaves, while others 
were there only in part ; but on the frag- 
ment of the cover under the coating of 
dirt, the words ‘‘ New York Bible Society” 
indicated our label. ‘‘ How long have you 
had this book ?” ‘‘Three years.” ‘‘ What 
do you want now?’ ‘One of those 
Testaments.” ‘‘ Well, give me your old 
book and I will give you this one, just 
like it, but whole and new,” showing him 
a Testament in a bright red cover. ‘‘ Von, 
non, caro mio!” he exclaimed, as if that 
were an exchange not to be thought of. 
‘* Asnetta uno momento !” Again the old 
man disappeared down the forecastle, and 
came up with a five cent piece in his hand, 
which he held out, keeping the other hand, 
with his treasure, out of danger behind 
him. The sale was promptly made, and 
now for the first, the old sailor listened to 
the indignant cries of his companions, 
who perforce had been idle during his ab- 
sence, and climbed up to the staging and 
put his shoulder to the tub of ballast 
waiting to be dumped into the lighter 
below. 


WORK AMONG SEAMEN. 
CORRESPONDENCE, REPORTS, &c. 


At Stations on the Foreign Field. 


Sweden. 
HELSINGBORG, 


Rey. N. P. Wauntsrepr, reporting for 
July, August and September, ’81, says 
that the new reading room for seamen, at 
the quay, has been open daily, and that 
he has preached there several evenings. 
A ‘Mission Hall” has been rented for 
preaching purposes near the harbor, and 
here, too, he reaches sailors. Temperance 
labor has been carried forward, also, for 


“‘many of our sailors are yet drunkards.” 
English, Norwegian, Swedish, Danish and 
German seamen have all been labored 
with, and many received the word with 
thanks. A Christian sailor Swede from 
Riia, aided Rey. Mr. W. in his work. 


GEFLE. 


Reporting for the same three months, 
Mr. K. Erixsson says that he had large 
audiences of seamen early in June, at 
Skutskar, to listen to the Gospel, among 
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them three captains who became enquirers 
for the way to Christ. At Gefle, many 
seamen heard it also, that month, in open 
air meetings, largely attended... From 
July 22nd to August 8th he preached at 
Soderhamm. Then he visited on vessels 
at Gefle. Later, at Oregrund, a place 
peopled wholly by sailors and their fam- 
ilies, he had the ‘‘ most blessed day grant- 
ed” him “by God, this year,” In Sep- 
tember he wrought at Gefle and Skutskar. 
*“In the last five years,” he declares, 
““many of our workingmen in the harbors 
have been converted to God. Many have 
already gone to America,—more of them 
will follow. Our most warm-hearted 
brethren go to your country.” As to 
the sailors, he says:—‘‘ pray for them, 
particularly,—the most of them are bad 
and ungodly.” Fifty sermons were preach- 
ed in the three months, and between 200 
and 300 vessels were visited. 


| 


GOTHLAND. 

In his record of labor for the third- 

quarter of ’81, old Jonn Linpettus reports 

meeting several ‘‘ captains and sailors who 

have lately begun to love the word of 
God.” 

oe 
Germany. 
| HAMBURG. 


The Sailor’s Institute continues to be in 
_ good working order, with satisfactory re- 
| sults. There has been large attendance 

recently at the religious services, two of 
which are held each week, besides tem- 
'perance meetings. Some captains and 
| officers support the missionary well, in 
these services. We cite briefly, from Mr. 
| Hircuens’ report :— 

‘On Tuesday evening Captain Kir- 
woop of Goole, gave a tea and supper to 
| his crew and about twenty other sailors, 
_as a thank offering for being spared to see 
/his forty-fourth birthday. Prayer and 
| praise was offered to God, and several ad- 
dresses were given, resulting in two addi- 
tions to the earnest workers for Christ. 

*« After this meeting several officers who 
were present resolved to give Captain Kit- 
wood an invitation to a social tea meet- 
‘ing with them, which was also a success, 


the large reading room and the captain’s 
room, which are thrown into one by fold- 
ing doors, being comfortably filled. Mr. 
ALEXANDER, a chief-engineer, was called 
to the chair, and ten officers, sailors and 
firemen spoke of the benefits and blessings 
received at the Sailor’s Institute in Ham- 
burg. 

‘Other meetings are being arranged 
for, and no expense or labor will be spared 
to draw our sailors from the grog shop, 
and provide healthy and instructive en- 
tertainments at the Institute. 

**Since April last, 284 seamen have 
signed the temperance pledge, and there 
is every reason to believe that several have 
decided for Christ. Notwithstanding the 
demand upon the missionary’s time in ar- 
ranging, inciting and superintending the 
increasing work at the Institute, vessels 
are daily being visited, and it is owing, in 
a large measure, to these constant visits 
that so many come to the Institute.” 

eo 
Scotland. 
ABERDEEN. 

A very useful institution has been 
opened in Aberdeen, says the London, 
Eng., Christian, in the form of a Rest 
erected at Point Law, intended for the 
use of foreign seamen and fishermen visit- 
ing the port. The building comprises 
reading-room, waiting-room, and refresh- 
ment-room, which will be conducted on 
temperance principles. The two former’ 
apartments are fitted with folding-doors, 
and can be made into a hall capable 
of aceommodating a company of 200. 
The building cost about £290, of which 
fully one-half has been contributed. The 
institution will be under the superintend- 
ence of Captain Ross, of the Hast Coast 
Mission, by whom evangelical meetings 
will.be held in it on Sundays. It will also 
constitute a depot of the Shipwrecked | 
Mariners’ and Fishermen’s Society. 

——__—<> +. —_____ 
India. 
BOMBAY. 


Mr. F. W. Damon of Honolulu, Ha- 
waiian Islands, whose graphic letters from 
Europe have been a feature in Rey. Dr. 8. 
©. Damon’s /riend, for five years past,— 
writing of his entry to the port of Bom- 
bay, a few months since, says :— 
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‘* Just before me was a strikingly beau- 
tiful structure, richly and ornately orna- 
mented, and constructed in the most pala- 
tial manner. I found my surprise in no 
way diminished on being told that this 
was the Sartors’ Homer. A visit later on 
proved to me that here certainly a palace 
is opened to seamen. Royal guests of the 
city would be given a far less splendid 
abode. I rejoiced with all my heart that 
here at least, after long and stormy voyag- 
ings, the ‘‘ toilers of the deep ” could find 
a home so beautiful and comfortable. If 
surroundings have an influence on the 
man, then every sailor who changes his 
close and ill-kept ship quarters for these 
spacious and airy rooms, these broad ve- 
randahs, and blooming, fragrant tropical 
gardens, must find in them an incentive 
and an inspiration to pure and right liv- 
ing.” i 

et 


School Ship St. Marys. 

The nautical school ship St. Marys, 
says the American Ship, has returned to 
her berth at the foot of E. Twenty-third 
St., New York. The class that graduated 
last week numbered fifty young men, who 
have been on board the ship nearly two 
years, making two voyages to Europe and 
along our coast. They are handy young 
men, averaging 184 years of age, are good 
at sail-making, can use the lead, take the 
Wheel and handle easily. Some of them 
have already procured situations on ves- 
sels and the others are desirous of getting 
berths. The masters of our merchant 
vessels are cordially invited by Captain 
Erpen, the superintendent of the school, 
to visit the St. Marys and examine the 
graduates. 

In this connection we note that at the 
last monthly meeting of the New York 
Chamber of Commerce, the Committee 
which reported most favorably upon the 
condition of the St. Marys, remarked as 
follows :— 


‘‘ While the purpose of the school ship 
is admirable, her development has been 
rapid, her present condition is thoroughly 
satisfactory, and her prospects for the fu- 
ture are flattering, the question naturally 
arises, as we look upon the accomplish- 
ments of hand and mind of these young 
sailors, what is to become of them ? They 
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have learned a profession; are they to 
have the chance of practicing it under the 
flag of their country? It is with sincere 
regret that we see our merchant marine 
being fast swept away from the high seas 
by foreign rivals, not subject to the ex- 
actions imposed by our nation on her 
shipping.” 

The Committee present statistics as to 
this decline, which ought to have the 
closest and most considerate regard of 
every citizen. We reserve some of them, 
with the comments of the Committee, for 
a future number of the MaGazInE. 


$= > 


Mr. Frank W. Damon, 

Son of the veteran Dr. 8. C. Damon. 
who has been for nearly two score years 
the Chaplain of the AMERICAN SEAMEN’S 
Frienp Society at Honolulu, Hawaiian 
Islands, has lately returned to H. from his 
duties at Berlin, as Secretary of the Ha- 
waiian Legation to Germany. Mr. Damon 
has now been invited by the Hawaiian 
Evangelical Association to superintend 
the Chinese mission work on the islands, 
and in order to fulfil the duties of the of- 
fice, has already commenced to devote 
himself to the study of the Chinese lan- 
guage. Thereare at present about 15,000 
Chinese in Honolulu, and elsewhere,among 
the Hawaiians, and this cultured son of 
his noble father will have an ample field 
for labor in seeking to inform them with 
the gospel, and lead them to Jesus. 


> a—_— 


From Pitcairn’s Island. 

An Ex-Chief Magistrate of the Pitcaim 
Island Colony is visiting in San Francisco. 
He is Russett McCoy, a descendent of 
one of the mutineers of the ship Bounty 
who took possession of the Island nearly a 
century ago. Only three names of the 
mutineers are now held by the inhabitants 
of the island. Mr. McCoy reports that 
the island is the abode of virtue and mo- 
rality. No intoxicating liquor is drunk 
there, and crime is almost unknown. In 
the nine years of his magistracy only two 
or three trifling disputes came before him 
for settlement. There are a Protestant 
Episcopal Church, and a school on the 
island.—Harper’s Weekly, 5th Nov., ’81, 
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Acknowledgments. 
We have received, and make our thanks 
to the senders, for, — 
1.—Handbook for the Ship’s Medicine 
Chest: Washington, D. C., U.S. Gov- 
ernment. This book will be issued to 
masters of American vessels, on appli- 
cation at the Marine Hospital Office, 
Custom House, New York Otty. 
2.—An Address by Capt. C. C. Duncan, 
Superintendent of Tompkins Avenue 
Congregational Sunday School, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., at the Boston (Mass.) Con- 
vention of Sunday School workers, Oct. 
4th, 1881, on ‘‘ Plain work in the Sun- 
day School, by Plain People.” 
3.—Prospectus and Charter of the Safe 
Bulk Transportation Company, New 
Orleans, La.,—designed to develop an 
invention having for its object the pre- 
vention of the shifting of cargoes in 
ships. This comes to us after perusal 
of the article printed in our November 
MAGAZINE (p. 328) on the ‘‘ British Mer- 
chant Shipping (Carrying Grain) Act, 
1880.” 
eo 


Sailors’ Home, New York. 


Reported by FF. Alexander, Lessee, for the 


month of 
OcToBER, 1881. 


Ot al ANTIV AIS rae cc lotysrtecis ante + trots aretsners 

Deposited for safe keeping............. $1,890 
of which $594 was sent to relatives and friends, 
and $765 was returned to depositors. 


at -8 


Planets for December, 1881. 


Mercory is a morning star during this month, 
rising on the 1st at 5h. 32m., and south of east 
21° 39’; is in conjunction with the Moon on the 
forenoon of the 20th at 6h. 38m., being 1° 22/ 
south. 

Venus is a morning star rising on the Ist at 
5h. 29m., and south of east 22° 3’: is in con- 
junction with the Moon on the evening of the 
19th at 9h. 9m., being 12’ north; at this time is 
eclipsed to all persons situated between the 
parallels of latitude 5° north and 51° south. 

Mars is due south on the morning of the Ist 
at 2h. 22m., being at this time 25° 12’ north of 
the equator; is in conjunction with the Moon 
on the evening of the 7th at 8h. 54m., being 5° 
51/ north; is in opposition with the Sun at mid- 
night on the 26th, when it is at its greatest 
brilliancy. 
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JUPITER is due south on the evening of the 
1st at 10h. 22m., being 16° 17’ north of the equa- 
tor; during this month is twice in conjunction 
with the Moon, the first time on the afternoon 
of the 8rd at 2h. 58m., being 3° 4’ south, and 
then again on the afternoon of the 30th at 5h. 

2m., being 3° 6’ south. 

Saturn is due south on the evening of the 1st 
at 9h. 87m., being 11° 17’ north of the equator; 
is twice in conjunction with the Moon during 
this month; once on the evening of the 2nd at 
7h. 18m., being 5° 36’ south, and then again on 
the evening of the 29th at 11h. 6m., being 5° 32/ 
south. 


New York University. R. H. B. 


~~ 2. 


Marine Disasters in October, 
183d, 


The number of vessels belonging to, or bound 
to or from ports in the United States, reported 
totally lost and missing during the month was 
46, of which 380 were wrecked, 2 were sunk by 
collision, 2 were burned, 5 were abandoned, 5 
were foundered and 2 are missing. The list 
comprises 2 steamers, 4 ships, 13 barks, 4 brigs 
and 23 schooners, and their total value, exclu- 
sive of cargoes, is estimated at $621,560. 

Below is the list, giving names, ports, destina- 
tions, &c. Those designated by a w were 
wrecked, s ¢ sunk by collision, a abandoned, 
and b burned. 

STEAMERS, 


Columbia, w. from Baranquilla for Savanilla. 
Pallas, w. from New York for Belize. 


SHIPS. 


Kilmodan. b, from Glasgow for San Francisco. 
Acadia, w. from San Francisco for Queenstown. 
Montagnais, 6. from Hull for San Francisco. 
Geraldine Paget, w, from Hong-Kong for Port- 
land, O. 
BARKS. 


Maggie V. Hugg, w. At Mobile, 
St. Lawrence, a. from Coosaw for Plymouth. 
Brenham. w. from Galveston for Liverpool. 
Manuel, w. from Havana for Brunswick. 
Imogene, m. from Fernandina for Queenstown. 
Marieta, w. from Manzanilla for Savannah. 
Albina, w. from Navassa for Baltimore. 
Ada F. Crosby, a. from Philadelphia for Port- 
land. 
Tommy, w. from Barrow for Philadelphia, 
Snowdonia. w. from Coosaw for Berwick. 
Idumeo. w. from Liverpool for Baltimore. 
Fredsael. w. from New York for Rostock. 
Harmony, w. from New York for Dunkirk. 


BRIGS. 
Elbe, w. from Azua for New York. 
I. Howland, w. from Fernandina For Perth Am- 
boy. 
Ramirez, w. 
Pass. 
Punta Luna, w. from New York for Fernan- 
dina. 


from Apalachicola for Aranzas 


SCHOONERS. 


Dolphin, f. At Port Jefferson, L. I. 
Seorge Hulme, f. South Amboy, Highlands, 
N 


IRs Baker, w. On Nantucket Bar. 
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Maria L. Hall, s. c. New York. 

Malabar, w. from Hoboken for Belfast. 

James S. Hewitt, w. from Washington for Nor- 
folk. 

William Walton, /. from Philadelphia for Nor- 
folk. 

H. W. McColly, w. for Philadelphia. 

Charles, w. At Cape Hatteras. 

Thomas J. Lancaster, w. from Philadelphia for 

Savannah. 

William Cobb. f. from Hoboken for New Haven. 

H. §. Billings, w. At Nantucket. 

Virginia, f. from Havre de Grace for Chester. 

G. F. Baird, w. from New York to St. John, N.B. 

Royal Oak, a. from Bangor for Boston 

Walter E. Palmer. w. from Wilmington, N. C. 
for Port au Prince. 

Glenwood, m. from New York for Jacksonville. 

J. W. Vanneman, w. from Kennebec for Phil- 
adelphia. 

Mary Ellen, a. from St. Andrews, N. B. for Paw- 
tucket. 

ae Drew. a. from Jacksonville for New Lon- 

on. 

Paragon w. from Moncton, N. B. for Salem. 

Mermaid, w. New York Bar. 

P. M. Wheaton, s. c. from Newburg, for Pro- 
vidence. 

Of the above, 2 steamers, 4 barks, 2 brigs and 
19 schooners were owned wholly in the United 
States, and their total value is estimated at 
$299,700. 


The Bureau Veritas publishes the following 
statistics of vessels of all nationalities reported 
lost during the month of 

SEPTEMBER, 1881. 

Sailing ‘Vessels :—25 American, 1 Austrian, 37 
British, 5 Danish, 4 Dutch, 11 French, 5 German, 
1 Greek, 5 Italian, 1 Nicaraguan, 10 Norwegian, 
4 Russian, 1 Spanish, 4 Swedish; total: 116. In 
this number are included 4 vessels reported 
missing. 

Steamers:—1 American, 7 British, 1 Dutch, 1 
French, 1 Swedish; total: 11. 

————__—_— «+. 


Receipts for October, 1881. 


MAINE. 
Castine, Mrs. Lucy 8. Adams for lib’y 


in memory of Samuel Adams... $ 20 00 
New HAmMpPsHIRE. 
Galsum, Cong. chunchiees venice: 5 00 


Hanover, Cong. church, Dartmouth 


College esp sisne kee raven ee 7 19 

New Ipswich, Children’s Fair........ 1 00 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

Amherst, 2nd Cong. church.......... 6 50 
Attleboro, 2nd Cong. church......... 50 87 
Boston, bark Sam’l Nickerson, Capt. 

UB Ra tOm ties eco sae eee 5 00 
Cambridge, 1st ch., two S. S. classes, 

for ibraryas sepeeens oner eee 20. 00 
Franklin, Cong. church .............. 13 62 
Groton, Cong. ch., of wh. 8. S. $40 for 

MDE AICS. 5 Jone ept en eee eee 10 73 
Harwich, Cong. church............... (Gass 
Harwich Port, Cong. church......... 4 57 
Holbrook, Winthrop ch., E. N. N. and 

By. HON., for libraries. \. sh... 80 00 
Holyoke ni stichurchine aon enn 10 00 
Leominster, Cong. ch., Mrs. Conant’s 

8. S. class towards library....... 10 00 
Pittsfield, Ist Cong. ch. and Society. 26 60 


Saxonville, N. E. church 3 67 
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Sheffield tu, Bitar no cee tae ers 2 00 
Somerset, Cong. church.............. 6 00 
Springfield, 1st Cong. church........ 29 67 
South churehii;-)cis. sapere 12 22 
Tewksbury, Cong. ch., of wh. $20 
from S:(Sifor lbraryic....-eee- 41 00 
Townsend, Cong. church............. 8 35 
Wellfleet, Cong. church, for library.. 20 50 
Westfield, ish church.- cio.see. sacs 8 86 
West Springfield, Park St. church... 32 70 
Second) church). 2eue> sense 5 23 
CONNECTICUT. 
Burrville, Mrs. Lavinia Hall..... .... 1 00 
Danielsonville, a friend.............. 5 00 
Fairfield, 1st Cong. ch., of wh. Mr. O. 
B. Jennings, $20, for library in 
name of Peter Peterson.......... 7 94 
Fair Haven, 2nd Cong. ch. on account 
of abraryoe eee eee 14 37 
Greenwich, Oliver Mead............. 10 00 
Sarah Mend 7. =a... pacers eter 20 00 


Middlebury, Cong. church........... 9h 


New Britain, 1st Church of Christ... 27 33 
New Haven! ist church... ..2.:0-6 26 58 56 
Rockville, 2nd Cong. church......... 38 62 
Windsor Locks, Cong. church....... ie 45 50 
Winsted, Mrs. Emily W. Case for li- 

braries in memoriam Drs. Ly- 

man Case and Charles R. Case, 

through Rev. L. H. Pease........ 40 00 

NEw YORE. 

Binghamton, 1st Pres. S. S. to refit li- 

iprary NO: 4.720neh 2-0 ee ee eee ie ae 12 48 
Bridgehampton, Miss Sarah Corwith 

and sister, for a library.......... 20 00 
Brooklyn, 1st Ref. Dutch church.... 34 44 
Geneva, 1st Pres. 8. S., for libraries. 3? 11 
Holland Patent, Mrs. Chassell Thom- 

as’ Bible class of 1st Pres. ch., 

for libiary:.£ 22o22 s<)-see es eee 20 00 
Kingston, Ist Ref. church............ 47 00 
Poughkeepsie, 2nd Ref. church...... 25 67 


New York City, estate of Hannah 
Ireland, deceased, on account, per 
Geo. J. Cook, John M. Knox, and 
Horace N. Skinner, exrs......... 13,000 00 


Brown (Bros, aC saa. 100 00 
John ‘Dwighty ces oeee eee 100 00 
Ww. oh Parsons @' Cos. ocean earn 50 00 
Missionary Society of the Broad- 
way Tabernacle §.8............. 40 00 
Bates, Reed & Cooley....... ...... 25 00 
Arthur” W. Benson... ae 25 00 
Nathaniel Niles cas. tee cee 25 00 
N. Y. Epis. ch. Seamen’s Mission, 
fer library ofc: 2 sees aoe eee 20 09 
A. B. Storer, for the Louisa B. Stor- 
er Memorial Library............. 20 00 
Benj. Hs Wield as seis © oor 20 00 
AS Grifiin’ S008 tage met “hire 10 00 
Hdward, Austen. ci auc meee ee 10 00 
Hd win Megd:, Vere. weiner eee 10 00 
G. Bibunter: set sch Sheed ee 10 00 
S. B; Schieffelin:.... 08 crea. os-rren 10 00 
O. Bos SR ses ce eee ahs eee 10 00 
Herring & Co 5 00 
Marston Niles 5 00 
Cash 2 00 
New JERSEY. 
Jersey City, Lafayette Ref. church.. 15 00 
Orange, 1st Pres. church............. 44 00 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
Washington, ‘‘ Little Rills of Glen- 
mary,’’ per Rev. M. Porter Snell. 1% 
$14,600 72 


Springfield, Mass., Messrs. G: & C. Merriam 
& Co., Webster’s Quarto Dictionary, for New 
Orleans Bethel. 


| 


G 
} 

u 
laut 


aN Niko ed 
OAT, 


Ik } 
ret iga 


GT 7. Nae 6 
GOES 


“Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it after many days.’’—Ece, II: 1. 


How the Earth is Kept Up. 


In an interesting book, entitled 
Glimpses of the Globe, written for young 
readers by Mr. J. R. Blakiston, of Trinity 
College, Cambridge, we have the follow- 
ing instructive conversation between a 
little boy and his uncle :— 

““Uncle, I have often meant to ask you 
how the earth is kept up, as it travels 
spinning round the sun ?” 

“T thought you would be asking me 
that some day. I fear you will have to 
wait till you are much older before you 
can hope to understand it. Do you see 
yon bright star rising over the windmill? 
That also, like the earth, isa roamer round 
the sun. Yon star setting behind Dunge- 
ness is another planet, and there are many 
others, some greater, some less, which 
wheel day and night without ceasing round 
the sun, spinning as they speed along.” 


«‘Then they, too, have days and nights 


as we have?” 


“¢Yes; and perhaps seasons, for they all’ 


travel as we do, somewhat aslant. Two 
of them are as much larger than our earth 
as a large and a small orange are than a 
pea; and have one four, the other eight 
moons wheeling round to light them) by 
night. ” 

** And do, they travel as quickly as we 
do?” 


“The largest planet: (large enough to 
make thirteen hundred earths) spins more 
than twice as fast as the earth. Even at 
the equator the earth spins only at the 
rate of seventeen miles in a minute.” 

** Seventeen miles ina minute! Why 
I wonder we are not all of us, houses and 
everything, hurled off as the water when 
one trundles a mop.” 

** Look at the hands of the clock. You 
know that the large hand goes all round 
once every hour, and that the short hand 
takes twelve hours to go once round. 
Well, if your eyes are good enough to see 
the long hand moving, you certainly can 
not see the short hand move, can you?” 

“No, indeed!” 

‘«Now, the earth takes twice as long as 
that to roll onee_round.” : 

“Yes, [remember, it takes twenty-four 
hours to roll round. How many miles is 
it round the earth?” 

‘‘Nearly twenty-five thousand at the 
equator. Thus every hour the earth has 
there to roll more than a thousand miles 
an hour. It would take a train five weeks 
to go round the earth if it went thirty 
miles an hour day and night without 
stopping. ” 

“You once told me that the sun was as 
much larger than the earth as an orange 
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Is the moon, too, as 


” 


is than a tiny seed. 
large? It looks as big. 
’ “Oh dear, no ! The moon is far smaller 
than the earth, but it is not so far away 
as the sun is. More than a million earths 
could be made out of the sun. Fifty 
moons might be made out of the earth. ” 

‘* And how many stars could be made 
out of the moon? Tye heard Widow 
Jones say the old moons were cut up to 
make stars !” 

‘““Why, my dear boy, the stars are 
mostly great suns, so far away that if a 
new star were created, years would pass 
before its light could travel through space 
to reach our eyes and enable us to see it. 
Tf one of them were destroyed, years would 
pass before its light would cease to twinkle. 
Such a thing has really happened oftener 
than once. A star has blazed up, burnt 
out, and been seen no more !” 

‘““What an awful thing to think of !” 

‘‘Ay, Charlie, you know the psalm, 
‘The heavens declare the glory of God.’ 
There are few things:more solemn than to 
sail for days together over the great deep, 
and to watch the countless stars rise and 
set as one keeps watch on deck at night. 
They that go down to the sea in ships See 
the wonders of the sky as well as of the 
deep. Alone with God, we hear His 
small, still voice speaking to us in the 
night-watches.” 

‘““What a grand sight it would be to be 
set somewhere so that one could see the 
earth rolling round the sun! How fast 
does it travel?” 

‘* Every minute it speeds more than a 
thousand miles on its way, every second 
more than eighteen miles. But figures 
like these are mere words to us. We can 
neither see nor feel the earth’s motion. 
You may form some faint idea of a heaven- 
ly body’s motion froma sling. As long 
as you keep the sling whirling round your 
head the stone is held tight. Let go the 
string and off flies the stone. The string 
is as the sun drawing in the planets, which 
else would fly off,—who knows where?” 
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Forgiveness. 


Little Nellie Palmer was asweet little 
girl about five years of age, and every 
night she loved to kneel down by her 
mother’s side and pray. One of the 
prayers that she was in the habit of using 
was ‘‘The Lord’s Prayer.” One night, 
after being undressed, she kneeled down 
as usual, and began to say—‘‘Our Father 
which art in heaven;” but when she got 
as far as ‘‘forgive us our trespasses, aS we 
forgive,” she stopped short and burst into 
tears. 

‘“What is the matter, my child?” said 
her mother. 

‘Oh, mamma, I did not prayitall, and 
I can’t pray it. I mustn’t pray it,” she 
replied. 

** And why not, Nellie?” 

“Because, mamma, I haven’t forgiven 
Susie Flanders for spoiling my doll’s face 
this morning.” 

**But I thought that you had forgiven 
her, Nellie, when you saved the orange 
for her to-day at dinner.” 

““T thought so too, mamma, but you 
know I have not seen her yet; and when 
I think of that great ink-spot soaked into 
the wax, and think how wicked Susie 
looked, my heart feels wicked too, and 
I’m afraid if she should look so at me 
again, that I couldn’t give her the orange 
then, or forgive her either.” 

‘Not if you remember that it is just 
such as she whom Christ told you to 
forgive?” 

*“Oh, dear mamma, I don’t know!” said 
Nellie, still sobbing. ‘‘ Poor dolly’s face 
will never be clean again, and Susie need 
not have done it; it would have been 


- easier to bear, if it had been an accident. ” 


‘*“Yes, I know, Nellie, and there would 
be less to forgive; but if you can do it 
now, it will be easier for you to forgive 
greater wrongs when you grow older. ” 

‘Why, mamma, what could be greater? 
Dolly’s face is spoilt. ” 

“It could be greater when you are 
grown up, Nellie, to have somebody put 
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a great black spot on your character by 
slander. It is done to somebody every 
day, Nellie, and you may not escape; and 
if you cannot forgive a wrong to dolly, 
how will you be able to do better towards 
one against yourself?” 

“But mamma, how can I make forgive- 
ness, when it won’t come itself into my 
heart?” . 

“You can pray to Christ to send it, 
can’t you?” 

“Yes,” she answered, slowly; ‘‘but I 
would rather you would ask for me first; 
please do—won’t you, mamma?” 

So the mother sought the grace of for- 
giveness for the little girl, who then 
prayed for herself, and to her surprise 
added ‘‘The Lord’s Prayer.” And she 
whispered, as she rose up, ‘‘I wasn’t afraid 
to say that then, mamma, for I felt for- 
giveness coming into my heart when we 
were praying; and I shan’t be afraid to 
give her the orange to-morrow.” —Sunday 
School Scholar. 
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The Two Voices. 

I knew a dear child who, at an early age 
loved to hear about the silent voices. His 
dark eye would sparkle with intense de- 
light when I asked him what voice he 
heard in his heart. 

Thad told him that when disposed to do 
anything wrong, if be would stop and lis- 
ten, and think, he would always hear some- 
thing that would say in his heart that he 
must not do it; and that this was his con- 
science, which was God’s voice, and which 
he must always be sure to obey, wherever 
he might be. And when he heard another 
voice, tempting him to do wrong, and ur- 


ging him to disobey, it was the wicked . 


spirit, and he must not listen for a mo- 
ment. I was truly gratified with the in- 
fluence which a knowledge of conscience 
seemed: to have over him, and could not 
but rejoice that such voices were given 
to us that we may ever know the right 
way. 
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I was very busy one Saturday afternoon, 
and had not seen the children for some 
time, but thought that they were still in 
the yard at their play, as they had never 
left it without permission. Very soon 
Willie made his appearance, looking as if 
he had something of great interest to tell 
me. I called him, and he instantly began: 
**Mother, I ran away this afternoon, and 
never stopped to ask my conscience. I did 


* not think of it till I got almost there, and 


then I heard it say, ‘You haye done 
wrong; you must not go from home with- 
out asking and getting leave;’ and, mo- 
ther, I turned right about, and minded 
the voice, and came home as soon as I 
could.” I kissed his dear cheek, and com- 
mended his returning, with tears of joy 
that God’s voice had been heard amid 
strong temptation, and been obeyed by 
my little child. 
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Cradle Song at Sea. 


Lullaby, lullaby, 
Slumber, my child; 

God will protect thee, though 
Tempests be wild. 


There, my sweet little one, 
Be not afraid; 

Mother is holding thee, 
For thee has prayed, 


Closely thy tender cheek 
Lies on her breast; 

She on her Savior will 
Trustingly rest. 


Though the storm rages, and 
Frail is our-bark, 

Jesus is watching us, 
He is our ark. 


Soon will the billows fall 
Rippling beside, 

Stilled at the bidding of 
Our mighty Guide. 


Slumber, my little one, 
Cradled by God, 
Angels are guarding thee, 
Sent by the Lord. 
Hannah Coddington, 
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Loan Library Reports. 


The whole number of new Loan Libraries sent to sea from the Rooms of the American 
Seamen’s Friend Society at New York and at Boston, Mass., from 1858-9, to 
April Ist, 1881, was 7,111; and the reshipments of the same for the same period 

The number of volumes in these libraries was 391,070, and they were 


were 7,293. 


accessible to 278,840 men. Nine hundred and twenty-one libraries, with 33,156 vol- 
umes were placed upon vessels in the United States Navy, and in Naval Hospitals, 
and were accessible to 105,236 men.—One hundred libraries were placed in one 
hundred Stations of the United States Life Saving Service, containing 3,600 vol- 
wmes, accessible to nine hundred Keepers and surfmen. 
During October, 1881, seventy-eight loan libraries,—twenty-four new, and fifty- 


four reshipped, were sent to sea from our Rooms at New York and Boston. 


The 


new libraries were Nos. 7,275 to 7,288, inclusive, at New York;—and No. 6,880, 
with Nos. 7,300 to 7,308 inclusive, at Boston. 


The fifty-four libraries reshipped were :— . 


No. 2,338, No. 4,710, No. 5,139, No. 5,465, No. 5,918, No. 6,135, No. 6,474, No. 6,656, No. 6,989, 
“ 3098, “ 4,729, 5,302, “ 5,498, “ 5,961, “ 6,154, “ 6,484, “ 6,668, “ 7,004, 
“ gps, “ 4775, “ 5,410, “ 5,576, “ 5,982, “ 6,181, “ 6547, “ 6,700, “ 7,018, 
“ 3.693, “ 4,806, “ 5,432, “ 5,619, “ 6,023, “ 6,261, “ 6,549, “* 6,705, ‘ 7,038, 
“© 4962, * 5,040, ‘ 5,457, “ 5,676, “ 6,034, 6,350, “ 6,562, “ 6,746, “ 7,098, 
“ 4392 “ 5109, “ 5,464, “ 5,778, “© 6,050, “ 6,382, “ 6,619, “ 6,958, “ 7184. 
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A Touching Story. 


Once I knew a working man, a potter 
by business, who had one small invalid 
child at home. He wrought at his trade 
with exemplary fidelity, being always in 
the shop with the opening of day. He 
managed, however, to bear each evening 
to the bedside of the ‘‘ wee lad,’ as he 
called him, a flower, or a bit of ribbon, a 
fragment of crimson glass, indeed, any- 
thing that would lie out on the white 
counterpane and give a color in the 
room. He was a quiet, unsentimental 
Scotchman; but never went he home at 
nightfall without some toy or trinket, 
showing he had remembered the wan face 
that lit up so when he came in. I pre- 
sume he never said to a living soul that 
he loved that sick boy so much. Still he 
went on patiently loving him. And by- 
and-by he moved that whole shop into 
positively real but unconscious fellowship 
with him. The workmen made curious 
little jars and teacups upon their wheels, 
and painted diminutive pictures down 
the sides before they stuck them in cor- 
ners of the kiln at burning time. One 
brought some fruit in the bulge of his 
apron, and another some engravings ina 
rude scrap-book. Not one of them all 
whispered a word, for this solemn thing 
was not to be talked about. They put 
them in the old man’s hat, where he found 
them; so he understood all about it. And 
I tell you seriously, that entire pottery, 


full of men of rather coarse fibre by na- 
ture, grew quiet as the months drifted, 
becoming gentle and kind, and some of 
the ungoverned ones stopped swearing, as 
the weary look on their patient fellow- 
worker’s face told them beyond any mis- 
take that the mevitable shadow was draw- 
ing nearer. Every day now somebody did 
a piece of his work for him, and put it up 
on the sanded plank to dry; thus he could 
come later and go earlier. So, when the 
bell tolled, and the little coffin came out 
of the door of the lowly house, right round 
the corner out of sight, there stood ahun- 
dred stalwart working men from the pot- 
tery, with their clean clothes on, most of 
whom gave a half-day of time for the priv- 
ilege of taking off their hats to the simple 
procession, filing in behind it, and follow- 
ing across the village green to its grave 
that small burden of a child, which prob- 
ably not one of them had ever seen with 
his own eyes. —Briiish Workman. 
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Fling out the banner! Let it float 
Sky-ward and seaward, high and wide! 
Our glory only in the Cross, 
Our only hope the Crucified / 
Fling out the banner ! Wide and high, 
Seaward and sky-ward let it shine! 
Nor skill; nor might, nor merit owrs ;— 
We conquer only in that sign! 
Doane. 
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It will be evident to any one who turns the pages of the Frrry- 
THrrD VoLuME of the Sattors’ MaGazrnn, that they preserve a dis- 
tinct chronicle of the advancement, and set out, in fair amplitude, the 
condition of what is known as THE SEAMEN’s Causz, in the world, 


for the year 1881. And so far as they mirror the latter, and stimulate 


to the former, the aim of its monthly issues will have been accomplished. 
It is in view of this, and it is alone by their success in this, that those 
who have prepared the successive numbers of the volume have a night 
to commend them to the favor and blessing of Almighty God. 

The real witness to the nature of the work which has been heralded 
in the MAGAZINE, as a divine work, lies largely in the fact of its abid- 
ing sameness. Its weightiest and most salient aspects must, in the 
nature of the case, remain unchanged, until the universal redemption 
of the sons of the sea into the eternal ight and comfort of Jesus 
CHRIST. 

And yet as the work moves to that consummation, the energies of 
its promoters must naturally vary in their direction. The stress of 
their efforts will plainly be given at one time to this, and at another 
time, to that object. Therefore it has been deemed wise to devote 
much space in this volume to the promulgation of fact and of opin- 


ion concerning a single topic in connection with the belongings and ex- 


perience of seamen,—in the faith that such promulgation must aid in 
procuring an enactment by the Congress of the United States for- 
bidding the payment of wages to sailors in advance of their being 


earned. It is confidently believed that whoever becomes familiar with 


the truth in respect to this subject, spread out in these pages, must 
give his judgment, and if he be beneficent must give his aid to the 


movement for the abolition of ‘‘advance.” The influence of the Mag- 
AZINE has been thrown in this direction during the past year, with un- 


mistakable force, and, we are glad to say, not without the repeated 
approbation of its readers. It is hoped that before the completion of 


another volume the law thus advocated will be placed upon our na- 


tional Statute Book. 

With thanks to all who have rendered our voyage, for the past year, 
enjoyable and prosperous, we make sail for the unknown sea that lies 
within the coming twelvemonth. We do it “* heart within and God 

o’erhead,” assured that for us and for every ransomed toiler on the 
deep there is a “‘ desired haven ” where Christian workers st be met 
with the words,—‘‘ Well done! Good and Faithful Servant! 


DECEMBER, 1881. 
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The payment of Five Dollars makes an ANNUAL Memsar of the Society, and of Thirty 
Dollars, at one tims, a Lire Memser. Toe payment of One Hundred Dollars, or of a sum 
which in addition to a previous payment makes One Hundred Dollars, makes a Lire Director. 
The Sators’ MaGazine is sent, when asked for, gratuitously, to Life-Members and Life- 
Directors, upon annual request for the same. It is also sent, gratuitously, to pastors of 


churches which taka a yearly collection for the Society. 
Form of a Bequest. 


“T give and bequeath to Taz AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND Society, incorporated by the 
Legislature of New York, in the year 1333, the sum of $—-, to be applied to the charitable 


uses and purposes of the said Society.” 


_ Three witnesses should certify at the end of the will, over their signatures, to the follow- 
ing formalities, which, in the execution of the will should be strictly. observed: 

Ist. That the testator subscribed (or acknowledged the subscription of) the will in their 
presence.—2nd. That he at the same time declared to them that it was his last will and 
testament.—3rd. That they, the witnesses, then and there, in his presence, and at his 
request, and in presence of each other, signed their names thereto as witnesses. 


Loan Libraries For Ships. 


Loan. Libraries for ships are furnished at the offices, 80 Wall Street, New York, and at the 
Congregational House, Boston, Mass., at the shortest notice.—Bibles and Testaments in 
various languages may be had either at the office, or at the Depository of the New York 


City Bible-Society, 7 Beekman Street. 


Twenty dollars contributed by any individual or Sabbath-school, will send a Library to 


sea, in the name of the donor. 


Sailors? Homes and Private Boarding Houses. 


Location. Established by 

New York, 190 Cherry Street.......... Amer. Sea. Friend Society. 
PaILaDeupals, Pa., 422 South Front St. Penn. re os ra 
WILMinaTon, N. C., Front & Dock Sts. Wilm. ‘ sf, tie 
CHARLESTON, S.C ......- veecsssergreee Charleston Port Society.... 
Mosiue, Ala........ ....-...-.-- +--+. Ladies’ Sea. Fr’nd Society. 
SAN FRANCISCO, Cal ...-.6.-.200. Lees . u fix 5 e 
Honowv., S.I...... eau hae Seana Honolulu. “ is 

New York, 338 Pearl Street..... --o-+» Hpis, Miss. Soc. for Seamen 


4 Catharine Lane, (Colored)....... GO. cccrcceresececcsroeccs 
Boston, N. Square, Mariners’ House . Boston Seamen’s Aid Soc’y 
PortsmouTH, N. H., No. 8 State St ... Seamen’s Aid Society...... 
New Beprorp, 14 Bethel Court........ Ladies’ Br. N. B. P.S...... 


BALTIMORE, 23 South Ann Street... 1. ses .cee- see reeesene oe awerele 
GaLveston, Texas, cor.Strand & 25S8t. ......... Ruleyniedisreicte he pintetesiete 
: Mariners’ Churches. 
Location. Sustained by 
New York, Catharine, cor. Madison.. New York Port Society.... 
Foot of Pike Street, E R.......... Episcopal Miss, Society.... 
No. 365 West’Street, N. R........ s * Ne Sepa il tare aie 
Open air Service, Coenties Slip... a Rs eer te state 
Oliver, cor. Henry Street ... -... Baptist....... De temesee ree 


Cor. Henry and Market Streets... Sea & Land, Presbyterian. . 
Brookiyn, Van Brunt, n. President St. Am. Sea. Friend Society... 
of Navy Yard....-...- A Sa tas a ae 5° plate; 
Boston, North Square..,....-.-.++--+- Boston Port Society........ 
Cor. Hanover and Fleet Streets... Baptist Bethel Society...... 
Parmenter Street........-.. ssc0ee Mpiscopal... isso --00 
PortLAND, Mr.,Fort St.,n. Custom H. Portland Sea. Fr’nd Soc’y.. 
PROVIDENCE, R. I., 52 Wickenden St... Prov. Sea. Friend Society.. 


NEw BEDFORD....--2+--00.+s «s-eyes-eee New Bedford Port Society. 
PxHiLapEetpaia, c. Front & Union Sts.. Presbyterian... -...--+2++- 
Catharine Street........--.+ +--+... Episcopal. 


Front Street, above Navy Yard,.. Baptist... 
Port Missionary, 1420 Chestnut St. ........ - $8685 
BA.TiIMorE, cor. Alice & Anna Sts .... Seamen’s Un. Bethel Soc’y. 


Cor. Light and Lee Streets........ pear ae lig crete A 
‘ merican YW Norio. Oa. 

NORFOLK 200-200 speesseesseerseeese Mriend Societies: t 
Witminaton, N, C....-.+ -02-++++--.. Wilmington Port Society... 
‘CHARLESTON, Church, n, Water St..... Amer. Sea. Friend Soe’y.++ 
a ge ce a gg ROE ON ay ee Coan 
oOBILE, Church Street near Water... —— —. 
New Otiewms..o... seeceee seers Amer, Sea, Friend Soc'y... 


San FRANCISCO, Cal ... -0.0-ne0 sisieres Os ea é 3 sete 
is Te I S107, Chaplain Sailors’ Home..... 


PortuaNp, Oregon.... .-..,++. -»+---. Amer. Sea. Friend Soc’y... 
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Geo. Ernst Findeisen. 
David Swannack. 

KE, Dunscombe. 


Edward Rode. 
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John Stévens, Supt. 
Mr. & Mrs. H.G. O. Nye. 
Miss Ellen Brown, 
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tO oS 
OBJECTS AND METHODS OF THE SOCIETY. 


1.To improve the condition of seamen in every possible respect, and to AVE THEIR SOULS. 
2.—To sanctify commerce, and make it everywhere serve as the handmaid of Chrisuanity., t 


al. —The Seen of the Gospel by missionaries and oii dense ane the maintenance of 


Coast, N. A., Saal wil establish others as its funds shall allow.’ Besides preaching the Gospel 
to seamen on ship-board and on shore, and to boatmen upon our inland waters, chaplains 
visit the sick and dying, and as far as possible supply the place of parents and friends. — 
2,.—The monthly publication of the Satmiors’ MaGazInE and SEAMEN’S FRIEND, designed to 
collect and communicate information, and to enlist the sympathy and co-operation of 
Christians of every name, in securing the objects of the Society. The last of these publica- 
tions is gratuitously furnished to chaplains and missionaries for distribution among ‘sea- 
men and others.—The Society also publishes the Lire Boar, for the use of Sabbath-schools. 
3.—The provision of Loan LIBRARIES, composed of carefully selected, instructive, and 


entertaining books, put up in cases containing between thirty-five and forty volumes each, — - 


- for the use of ships’ officers and crews. The donor of each library is informed when’ and 
where it goes, and to whom it is entrusted; and whatever of interestis heard from it, is com- 


municated, as far as possible. The whole number of new libraries sent out by the Society, i 
up to April 1st, 1881, is 7,111. Calculating 7,293 reshipments, their 391,070 volumes have been ie 


accessible to more than 278,840 men. . Over twelve hundred hopeful conversions at sea have 
been reported as traceable to this instrumentality. A large proportion of these libraries 
have been provided by special contributions from Sunday-schools, and are frequently heard 
from as doing good service, ‘Thousands of American vessels remain to. be supplied, 

4—The establishment of Sarnors’ Homes, READING Rooms, Savings’ Banks, eae ; 
tion of BIBLES, Tracts, &c. The Sartors’ Home, 190 Cherry, Street, New York, is the prop- 
erty and under the direction of the Society. It was opened in 1842, reconstructed, refurnish. } 
ed. and reopened. in 1880, and is now unsurpassed by any Sartors’ Home in the world, It, has 
| accommodated 98,000 boarders, and_has saved to seamen apd their: relatives, more than 

$1,500,000. Its mo ‘ 

~ men, (not less th: 
“wrecked sailors 

tte dance, and 


